CITY OF SALISBURY
ORDINANCE NO. 2057

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND, TO AMEND SECTIONS
15.26.040, 15.26.050, 15.26.060, 15.26.110 and 15.26.130 OF CHAPTER
15.26 - RENTAL OF RESIDENTIAL PREMISES AND SECTIONS
15.24.200 and 15.24.1640 OF CHAPTER 15.24 - HOUSING
STANDARDS TO FURTHER DEFINE THE PROCEDURE FOR
RENTAL DWELLING UNIT REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF
RENTAL DWELLING UNIT OWNERS; AND THE CONSEQUENCES
OF FAILURE TO REGISTER A RENTAL DWELLING UNIT, OR
OBTAIN A LICENSE AS A RENTAL DWELLING UNIT OWNER, OR
OVER OCCUPANCY OF A RENTAL DWELLING UNIT, '

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has determined that billing for registration of rental
dwelling units and licensing of rental dwelling unit owners places an unusual burden on
Neighborhood Services Code Compliance Department staff and that the Internal Services
Department is capable of processing rental dwelling unit registration renewals and licensing
renewals; and

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has determined tﬁat the Neighborhood Services and
Code Compliance Department should process new rental dwelling unit regisﬁations and licenses
for new rental dwelling unit owners; and

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has decided to modify the fees for failing to properly
register a rental dwelling unit or obtain a rental dwelling unit owner’s license; and

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has décided to amend sections of the Code relating to
the consequences for failure to register a rental dwelling unit or obtain a license, or over
occupancy of a rental dwe}iing unit. |

NOW.THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SALISBURY,
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MARYLAND, that the following sections be amended to read as follows:
Chapter 15.26 - Rental of Residential Premises

15.26.040 Rental dwelling unit registration,

A. The owner of a rental dwelling unit(s) shall register each unit by filing a registration form with
the housingofficiat Neighborhood Services and Code Compliance Department (NSCC) on or before
December 31. 2007. Fheregistrationfee-forcach-unit-shatt-beset by resolutionr of theconnciHromr time-to

" 1. Registration forms shall be provided by NSCC.
2. The fee for annual registration of a rental dwelling unit shall be $25.00.

B. Annual registration of a fenta! dwelling unit shall occur on or ﬁéfore March 1* of each vear

with the Department of Internal Services {Internal Services).

1. Invoices for registration fees shall be sent on or before January 15™ of each vear by
mailing an_invoice addressed to the owner at the mailing address shown on the NSCC/Internal Services
database. The owner of the rental dwelling unit shall be responsible for providing the same “mailing

address” onthe Marviand Department of Assessments and Taxation (MSDA T) records to NSCC and Internal

Services.

|

C. A new registration of a rental dwelling unit shall occur within Six

[0A] a._The rental dwelling unit is annexed into the City; or
b. The rental dwelling unit receives a Use and Qccupancy Permit; or

¢, Title to the rental dwelling unit is transferred to a new owner: or

d, The dwelling unit is converted to rental use.




n!‘-

(2) A new registration of a rental dwelling unit will be processed by NSCC on registration forms
provided by NSCC.

{3) The owner of the rental dwelling unit shall be responsible for providing the same “mailing
address” on the MSDAT records to NSCC and Internal Services.

{4} _An owner shall notify the City when a rental dwelling unit is converted to a non-rental use.
15.26.050 Annual license for rental dwelling unit ewners.

A. Each legal entity, e.g., individual, partnership, corporation, which owns a majority interest in a
rental dwelling unit(s) orunits shall obtain a license from ﬂ'te-}rmmngnﬂ"ma-} NSCC on or before May56;
2064-December 31, 2007. After that date, a legal entity which receives title to a rental dwelling unit(s) or

tmits shall obtain a license from the-housingofficiat NSCC within sixty (60) thirty €363 days of the date the
legal entity receives title to the rental dwelling unit(s). orunits:

1. A ficense form shall be provided by NSCC.

2. The annual ficense fee shall be $25.00.

"B. Annual renewal of a license shall occur on or before March 1% of each year with Internal
Services.

I. An invoice for a license fee shall be sent on or before January 15 of each vear by
mailing an invoice addressed to the licensed owner at the mailing address shown on the NSCC/Internal
Services database. The licensed owner shall be responsible for providing the same“mailing address”
shown on the MSDAT records to NSCC and Intemal Semces }ﬁnaccuratrowncrshrpmfmmahm

C. A new owner of a rental dwelling unit(s) shall complete a license form pmvided by NSCC

and pay a Heense fee within sixty (60) days afier:

(H ._The rental dwelling unit is annexed into the City; or
b The rental dwelling unit receives a Use and Qccupancy PermrL_z

c. Title to the rental dwelling unit is transferred to a new owner; or
d. The dwelling unit is converted to rental use.

15.26.060 Failure to register rental dwelling unit or obtain owner license.




- A. 1. During the 2007 calendar year, the owner of a rental dwelling unit whose rental dwelling
unit owner license and/or rental dwelling unit(s) was listed in the Department of Neighborhood Services and
Code Compliance (NSCC) data base on March 1, 2007, and who did not renew his rental unit owner license
or re-register his rental dwelling unit(s) during the 2007 calendar year, shali be granted an extension until
December 31,2007, to renew a rental unit owner license or re-register each rental dwelling unit for a fee of
$50.00 for each rental dwelling unit owner license and $50.00 to register each rental dwelling unit. Failure
to timely renew the rental dwelling unit owner license or re-register each rental dwelling unit shall cause the
owner to be designated a delinquent owner and/or delinguent renial dwelling unit.

2. During the 2007 calendar year, the owner of a rental dwelling unit whose renta} dwelling unit
owner license and/or rental dwelling unit(s) was not listed in the NSCC data base on March 1, 2007, and who
did not obtain a rental dwelling owner license or register his rental dweling unit(s) during the 2007 calendar
year, shall be granted an extension until December 31, 2007, to obtain a rental dwelling unit owner license
and/or register each reatal dwelling unit for a fee of $200.00 for each rental dwelling unit owner license and
$£200.00 for each rental dwelling unit. Failure to timely obtain the rental dwelling unit owner license or
register each rental dwelling unit shall cause the owner to be desngnated a delmquent owner and/or
delinquent rental dwelling unit.

B. 1. Failure of the owner of a rental dwelling unit(s), who is listed in the NSCC database, to
renew a rental dwelling unit owner license on or before March 1* of each calendar year, shall cause the
owner to be assessed a fee of $200.00 for each license renewed during the remainder of each calendar year.
If the rental dwelling unit license is not renewed by the end of each calendar year, then the rental dwelling
unit owner shall be designated a delinquent owner. NSCC shall notify the owner of such designation b

mailing a notice addressed to the owner at the mailing address shown on the NSCC database. The notice

4

%



B

2

-
3

+

\‘a-‘w

shall inform the owner that the rental dwelling unit owner license is revoked and all rental dwelling units
shall be vacated within sixty (60) days. Anv security deposit shall be returned to the tenant pursuant to
provisions of Anneiated Code of Marviand, Real Property Article, Title 8.

2. Failure of the owner of a rental dwelling unit(s), who is listed in the NSCC database, to register
a rental dwelling unit(s) on or before March 1* of each calendar year, shall cause the owner to be assessed

a fee of $200.00 for each rentat dwelling unit registered during the remainder of each calendar year. If the
rental dwelling unit is not registered by the end of each calendar vear, then the rental dwelling unit shall be
designated as a delinquent rental dwelling unit. NSCC shall notify the owner of such designation by mailing
a notice addressed to the owner at the mailing address shown on the NSCC database. The notice shall inform
the owner that the rental dwelling unit is a delinquent rental dwelling unit, and the owner shall vacate any
tenant occupying that rental dwelling unit within sixty (60} days. Any security deposit shall be returned to

the tenant pursuant to provisions of Annotated Code of Maryland_Real Property Article, Title 8.

C. _Ifa delinquent owner applies for a license afier the end of the calendar vear, then the delinquent
owner shall pay a license fee of $500.00 for each delinquent year, together with the required license fees for

the current calendar year. '

D. If the owner of a rental dwelling unit was not properly licénsed by December 31, 2007, or is not
a new owner, then the owner is a delinguent owner. A delinquent owner shall pay a license fee of $500.00

for each year the owner is delinquent, together with the required license fees for the current calendar vear.

E. If an owner desires to register a delinquent rental dwelling unit, the rental dwelling unit shall be
subject to aninside and oniside inspection by NSCC. All violations must be corrected before the remtal

dwelling unit is registered. A delinquent owner shall be required to register a rental dwelling wmit for a fee
of $500.00 per unit for each delinquent vear. If the rental dwelling unit changes ownership to a legal entity
which is not owned or controiled by the delinquent owner, and the new owner complies with ali provisions
of this chapter, the definquent owner designation then terminates. 1f the new owner fails to timely register
a rental dwelling unit, then the delinquent rental dwelling unit designation shall continue.

E. 'If a rental dwelling unit was not properly registered by December 31, 2007, or is_not a new
registration, then a rental dwelling unit is a delinquent rental dwelling unit and shall pay a $500.00
registration fee for each vear the rental unit is delinquent, together with the required license fees for the
current vear.

E:G. 1f the full amount of any fees due to the city is not paid by the owner within thirty (30) days
after billing, the-housing-official Internal Services shall cause to be recorded in the-fimance-department the

City records the amount of fees due and owing, and the full amount of any fees due to the City shall be
coltectible in the same manner as real estate taxes are collected.




15.26.110 Denial, non-renewal, revocation or suspension of license or registration.

I after any period for compliance of with this chapter has expired, the director NSCC determines
that a rental dwelling unit or a rental dwelling unit owner fails to comply with any of the licensing or
registration standards set forth herein, and the director NSCC has initiated an action to deny, revoke,
_suspend, or not renew a registration or license, the-director NSCC shall mail the owner a notice of denial,
non-renewal, revocation, or suspension of the license or registration. The notice shall state:

A. That the—dim&erNSCC has determined that thebﬁhﬁng rental dwelling unit fails to comply with
the Hcensing registration standards for rental dwelling units in this chapter, and/or the owner has failed to

compty with the Maryland Department of Environment lead abatement reporting requirements;

B. The specific reasons why the butlding rental dwelling unit fails to meet licensing or registration
standards, including copies of applicable inspection reports, or notices sent to licensee of conduct about the

rental dwelling unit; orrhcensed—preﬂnscs- o , '

C. That the dtrector will deny, refuse to renew, revoke or suspend the hcense or regisiration unless
the owner appeals the determination within fifteen(15) twengy—one (21) days after recelpt of the notice, in
the manner provided in Section-15.26.120 of this chapter :

D. That after denial, non—renewa.l; revocation or suspension, the dwcﬂmg-crthraffcetcd rental -
dwelling units-theretmrmust shail be vacated within sixty (60) days, and shall not be re-occupied until all
violations are corrected and 2 license and/or registg’atibn is granted by the-housingoffrciat NSCC:.

E. The notice shall describe how an abpeal may be filed under Section 15.26.120 of this chapter;

F. The director shall cause a notlce to tenants to be maﬂed or delivered 10 each reglstered rental
dwelling unit and prominently posted on the bulidmg The notice shall indicate that the rental dwelling unit
registration or owner license for the building rental dwelling unit has been denied, revoked, not renewed or
suspended, whichever is applicable; that the action will become final on a specific date unless the building

rental dwelling unit owner appeals and requests a hearing; that tenants may be required to vacate the building
when the action becomes final; that further information can be obtained from ﬁmtyofS&hsbury-deparﬂmnt
of-buitding-housing-and-zoning NSCC. (Ord 1974 (part) 2005; Ord 1942 § 1 (part), 2005)

15.26.130 Vacation of affected rental dwellmg units.

When an application for rental dwelhng heense has been demed or a rental dwelhng heense
registration has been revoked, suspended or not renewed the director shall order the rental dwellmg umt
vacated within sixty (60) days.giv A TCASOMA arra .

possesstons: (Ord 1942 § 1 (part), 2005)
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Chapter 15.24 = Housing Standards

Article V Notices and Orders

15.24.200 Method of Service.
Such notice shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy thereof is:
A. Hand delivered to the person to be notified;

B. Left at the usual residence or place of business of the person to be notified with the person or
his agent; .

C. Depasited in the United States Post Office, postage prepaid, addressed to the owner at his last
known address as recorded in the real estate assessment records of the city of Salisbury and by posting a
copy of the notice or order in a conspicuous place on the property; or, as a last resort;

D. Posted in a conspicuous place on the property in the presence of a witness and photographed
by authorized personnel. (Ord. 1665 Exh. A (part), 1997)

E. If the owner of a rental dwelling unit is not domiciled in Wicomico County, Maryland,
the owner must have a designated agent for service of notice of violation and process by the City,
who is a permanent resident of Wicomico County, Maryland. The agent shall not be a tenant of
the owner. The agent must be an individual who is designated in the owner license application
form with the City. If such agent shall resign, fail to be qualified o serve as the agent, or cease
to serve in that capacity. then the legal entity shall designate another individual as the agent on

the owner license application form within thirty (30) days thereafter.

Article XXIX Qccupancy

15.24.1640 Violation of occupancy provisions.

If the department of butlding;neighborhood services and code compliance determines the
number of unrelated occupants in a dwelling violates occupancy provisions established by this code, then
the number of unrelated occupants, not including the children of either of them, shall be permanently
reduced to two comply with City Code. (Ord. 1974 (part), 2005: Ord.- 1961 (part), 2005)

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a meeting of the Council of the City of

Salisbury held on the day of , 2008, and thereafter, a statement of



the substance of the ordinance having been published as required by law, in the meantime, was

finally passed by the Council on the day of 2008.
Brenda J. Colegrove . . _ Louise Smith,
“City Clerk President of the City Council
of the City of Salisbury
Approved.By me this
day of 7 2008.

Barrie P. Tilghman
Mayor of the City of Salisbury
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